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CHAPTER XLVL

ONCE AGAIN.

NE morning, about a fortnight after
Biddulph bad dispatched his tele.
gram to Jock Fraser,in a private
sitting-room in the Fifth-avenue

hotel, New York, two gentlemen were |

talking and specalating ruther anxiously
absut his expected arrival there,

These two were Biddulph and Dalton;
the latter having just returned from a
wisit to Malcolm Fraser’s sick-room.

“I don’t think that poor young fellow
looks so well this morning,” said Dalton,
in his calm way, approaching the couch

where Biddalph was lying, which was |
placed close to one of the windows ot the |

room, out of which Biddulph had been
gazing vaguely oo the gardens in Madison.
sgoare, and on the fountain playing in the
midst,

“Well,” said Biddulph, turning sharply
round,
. “Unless his father and mother make
baste, I doubt very much that they will
eee Lim alive,” continued Daiton. "I

don’t like his looks, and he seems very
'weak.”

The doctors will not have seen him yet, |

I suppose 7" asked Biddulph, anxiously.
“If they do not come in half an hour, we
bad best send for Dr. Lester, Dalion,
What does the nurse say ?"

“She says that he is very restless, and
that he is pining to see his mother.”

“Poor boy! it's a sad case.”

“Yes,” and then Daiton retired into a

fcorner of the room, and, drawing a key |

‘from his ket, unlocked a box which

|was alandmg there, and stood gazing con- 1

'}en:l_ngiatively at the treasures it contained.
! ese were his geological specimens,
iand were more interesting in Dalton’s
‘sight than the young life which he deemed
drawing near a close. He took out a piece
of a petrified stump, once part of a great
tree, now apparentiy transformed into
solid quartz, and examined it with pro-
found attention, and then carried it across
to Ridduiph's couch.

“The petrified stomp from which 1
t‘hipp@d this,”" be said, “was saven feet in
diameter, and was standing erect in the
soil, where it seemingly once grew."

Bat Biddulph failed to show any inter- |

ost,

“I am anxions about Maleolm Fraser,"
he said, after glancing one moment at the
petrifaction in Dalton's hand; “I think I
shouid like to see him.” !

il.‘ly
ter said you were to move abont ag little
as possible ; and seeing the poor fellow can
do him no good."”

“Still—"" began Biddulph, restlessiy,
But at this moment a waiter rapped at
the room door and brought in a card and
handed it to Biddulph. He glanced at it
and gave a quick exclamation.

“It is Mr, Fraser, Dalton—Mr. Fraser of
Airdiinn! They have arrived, then, Is
there a lady with this gentleman ?” he in-
quired of the waiter.

“There are two ladies, gir,” answered
the waiter—“Englishladies. "

“Two! Ah, to be sure, the poor fel-
low's mother and sister, Will vongoto
them, Dalton, and explain how my
broken leg prevents my going to receive
them? And then take them to Malcolm
Fraser’s room—and don't tell them vou
know guite how really ill he is." :

“] shall go at onece,” answered Dalton:
but before daing so he carefully de
posited his petrified etump back to its
fhce in his box of treasures, and locked
t, and pocketed the kev,

Then he went to receive Mr.and M,
Fraser, and Biddnlph was left alone. He
felt not a little exeited and uppset, know-
ing how terrible wonld be the shock to

the fond mother to see her handsome, |
stalwart yonng son transformed into a !

hopeless cripple, For Maleolm Fraser
had never recavered the nes of his lower
Hmba, and would never walk a sten arain
on earth, all the doctors had told Bid-
dulph.
“Poor Mrs. Fraser!” he thonght enm-
sinnataly, and he riched. Biddnlnh
imself was also greatlv changed, for his
face was pale and hageard, and his hair

and altogether he looked an altered man.
He had, in truth. saflered
the laceration of the flesh by the broken
bones of his leg, when he had drageed
himself to seek water to save Malcolm
Fraser from perighing by thirst. He nsed
erutches when he left his couch, and his
leg was still in splints; and he had grown
thin and ten vears o'der looking than
when he had first etood by Nora Stewart's
gide amid the Seottish hills.

Perhap= aqnarter of an honr passad, and
then DNalton again anened the room deoor,
and Riddnlph looked eacerly toward him.

“Well,” bhe askad, “have wvou taken
them to his room 77

“Yen," answered Dalton, with a aniet
gmile: “and naw T am bringine a visitor
to see you. There is a vonng lady outaide
in the corridor here, who wishes to see
you— Misa Stawart,"”

“Misa Stewart!" repeated Biddulnh, and
hix pale face grew 'paler, and then flushed.
“Where is she—where——""

“She 1= here,” maid Dalton, =41l emiling,

pale, ton, and deenlv agitated, Nora

. and with faltering eteps drew

near Biddulph's eonch, who half rose,
holding ont hoth hande,

“Yon did not exnect to see me," said
Nora, nervonsly, with heaving hrenst and
downeast eves, “[—T eame with Mr. and
Mre, Fraser to see poor Maleolm, [-1
thonght 1 shonla enme and apeak to vou,
while they first zee him."”

“T ghall gnand see after some refresh-

m’ing the room door a little wider: and |
a

menta,” remarked Dalton, considerately, |

and he disapprared, and then Nora lifted
evem and looked in Biddulph's
changed face.

She gave a half-cry, and drew a little
nearer to him,

“Oh. James.” she said, clasping his hand
with both her trembling ones, “you, too,
are very {ll! Tam glad 1 came.”

“1 am mnch betler,” answered Bid-
dulph, who waa deeply moved, “T have
® en leg, 'von know, and have gone
throngh a Int of pain; you see me greatly
changed T dare sav 7"

*Yea" she maid, looking at him, with
her dark eves fnl]l of the old tenderness;

“and did not tell me.”
ﬂmﬂthmhﬂudhwnm von
than 1 conld help.” said Bidduiph,
to smile. “Poor Malrolm Fraser's
was enongh ill-news at onee.”
“Is he any hetter, do you think 7"

Inh shook his head.

dear Biddulph, you know Dr, Les- |

| their hearts; and be was handsome
{ Almost & beautiiul face this, with reﬁlilu.r

1 s f | s . . . .
terribly from | gway with dith eyes and quivering lips,

mother have arrived; he wished to sece
them so much, poor fellow; but I fear it
will not be for long.”

“Poor Maleolm !"”

“It's a terrible business; I feel go much
for his mother.”

_“It has been dreadful to be with her
since the news eawe; but aflter your tele-
Ernm arrived sbe has cherished great

ope.”

“IHe was better when I sent that than
he is now; I fear there islittle hope now."

“And—and it was an sccident?” asked
Nora, tremblingly.

“An accident among the precipices in
the valley of the Yellowstone river,
Maleolin Fraser got a tremendous fall
there, and injnred his spine so badly that
it was supposed he was going to die.”

“And you heard of it?" inquired Nora,
with more confidence.

“Yes,” answered Hitldulph. briefly; *“I
was staying at the same place.”

“And you have been verykind to him,”

| said Nora, again raising her dark eyves to

his.

“T have done what I could, of econrse,
but it is not much.
of the leading doctors here, and their ver-
dict is not reassuring.”™

Nora sighed, and then there was a min- |
These |

ute or two of embarrassed silence.
two, who had thought of each other al.
most every moment oi time they
had parted, now felt that a strange new

mnce

| feeling of shyness had grown nP between
They could not forget the past, in |

them.
the chill present; and prescntly Bidduiph
sighed also, and abrupliy turned away f)is
head.

“I have quite a gay view [rom here, as
vou see,” he said trying to speak
ferently,

“Yes.’

Rut two waiters happily at this instant
came to thair relief. Dalton had ordered

lunch forthe travelers to be broaght up

to Bidduiph'ssitting-room, thinking that |
and |

unuer the circumstances both Me.
Mrs. Fraser would preierthis to the public
tahie. And a few minutes later, he aiso
entered, and in his placid way

with the other American cities Lhrough
wlich they had journeved.

While they were talking, Jock Fraser
came into the room, and went straight np
to Biddulph, and warmly shook his hand.

“l do not know Low to thank you
enough, Mr. Biddulph,” he eaid, in a
voice husky with ewotion, “for your great
kindness to our poor boy."

“Do not speak of it, Mr. Fraaser,
answered Biddulph; “any one under the

circumstances would have done what they |

His |

could. FHeow do you think he looks 7"
Poor Jock slightly shook his head.
honest brown eves were red-rimmed, and
his face showed all the traces of recent
tears. He had, in truth, fairly broken
down at the touching meeting between
the mother and son: for when Mrs. Jock,
trembling, agitated to such a degree that
her limbs secmed almost to refuse their
office. had first entered Malealm's room,
he had stretched out his arms with a kind

of erv.
“Mother!"
The next moment she was beside him,

had him clasped to her breast, and was |

passionately kissing the white Lace, which
g ic_hnd last seen so bealthful and
HBrown.

"Th| ]

My Maleolm—my best-loved,”
murmured ; “at last | see you again!”

ghe

The intense yearning love that was ex- |

pressed in these words was very pathetic
Neither spoke agsin for a moment or two,
and then Malcolm, lookiag fondly at his
mother's face, said simply—

“]l am so glad yoa have come, mother—

| and yon, father;” and he held out his
{ hand to Jock Fraser, who .‘fils;wd it with

his stalwart grasp, and then looked at

' his boy's changed face with a smothered

sigh.

Maleolm bad always been handsome,
the pride and darling of the two who now
stood looking at him, with ehill dread in
still,

features, curling chestnut hair, and blue

| eyes which once had been bold and smil-

ing, but were now unutterably sad. For
he knew—lying there in his young man-
hood—that, in this life, e wonld walk no
more. Lie was hopelessly paralyzed, and
unable to move any part ol his body be-
low the waist. It was a melancholy sight
even toan indilferent stranger; but to the

mother on whose breast he had slept |

when a little babe, it was the very rending
of her heart-strings.

“] hoped so much
come,” said Malcolm, putting
hers,

“Comae!” she echoed, “My darling, 1
wounld have gone to the world's end to
look once more on your dear face!” And

that von would
his hand in

X | again shie passionately kissed him, and he
bad grown slightly grav at the temnples, | ezl .

feit her hot tears upon hie cheek.
No wonder that Jock Fraser turned

and went to the window o! the room, aud

| stood looking out on the animated scene

bevond, thinking all the while of the
wrecked hopes that had come to so sad a
close. Then, presently, he heard Malcol
speak to his mother of Biddulph,

“You must thank him,"” he said ; “T—1
misunderstood him—but for him [ should
have never seen vou again, mother."”

“Bot how did your accident happen,
my darling?" asked Mrs Jock, ina F:w.
anxious tone; and a deep blush rose on
Malcolin’s white face as she made the in-
quiry.

“I shpped my foof on the verge of one
of the tremendous pracipices out there”

| he answered, “apd fell down an immense

hight—and—and Mr. Biddulph found

me; and that is how his leg was broken,
trying to get to me—and, since, he has

| been very kind.”

Mrs. Jock did not speak, as she listened
to Malcolm's somewhat lame account of
how he came Ly his injuries, which he
and Biddulph had a;zrcr-ti mutaally to tell,
%0 AS Lo spare the r father and mother
the agony of hearing the trath. It was
Biddulph who had proposed this justifi-
able deception, as he knew well he wonld
doubly add to Mr. and Mrs. Fraser's grief
to learn the story of the awful struggle for
life whieh had taken place belween them,
and which had ended in such terrible

" retribution for Malcolm.

“Then Biddulph absolutely broke his
leg in trying to get to vou, my boy ?” said
Jock Fraser, from the window,

“Yes," answered Malcolm, hnekily.

But at this moment Malcolm’s vurse,
who had leit the rmom when the father
and mother entered it, eame back, and
brought a message {rom Mr. Biddulph, to
tell Mr. and Mra. Fraser that lunch was
ready for them in his sitting-room,

But Mrs. Jock refused to leave her son.

“I shall be your purse, now, my dear,”
she said;swith infinite tenderncss, as her
eyes rested on Malcolm's face; and he
gmiled, and Jock Fraser left them to-

ther, going to Bidduiph's room, and
fl'umking bim warmnly when he got there
for his kindness to his son.

“Huve you told him | am here yet?"
asked Nora, in a Jow tone of Jock, before
the{nt duwn to Innch.

“Not yet, dear,” he answered; “the
mether will tell him by-and-bye. You
must prepare yourself for a sad change,
Nora;" and Jack gave a heavy sigh.

Mzr. Dalton, however, was one of those

A
B A

v

| tears,

indif- |

began to |
tu'k to Nora of New York, comparing it |

|
"

~ i
By ]

{ long separation.

happily-constituted people who takeevery-
thing calmly, He quietly ignored the
evident agilation of the rest of the party,
and talked sensibly and well on manyanfr-
jects, aud Biddulph was thankful for the
presence of this well-read stranger; it
made things easier for them all. And
after lunch was over, Nora rose and re-
tired to her own room, and, to Biddulph's
surprise and secret (ﬁi.ﬁ.u-'-nlntment.. did
not reappear the whole of the day,

But as he lay on his couch by the win-
dow, longing, vet hali dreading again to
look on the sweet, [amiliar face, which bhe
bad seen many times in his dreams gince
they last parted, he little thought that
Nora was giving away in secret to the bit-
terest teurs, caused by the great change in
his own appearance, and his but too evi-
dent ill-health.

It had been a sheck and a surprise al-
most too great for words, when she had
first lilted her eves (o Li's face, and read
there the signs of weakness, weariness,
and pain. She had tried to hide it from
him; but no sooner was she alone than

| the pent-up anxiety and fear in her own
He has seen several |

bieart quite overwhelmed ber, and it was
some time before she could recover her
com posure,

When she did eo, her eyelids were red
and swollen, and her face stained with
Then a messspe was brought to
her from Mra. Jook, to usk her to o to sea
Malcolm Fraser, to whom his mother had
pow broken the intelligence that Nora
was in the same hotel, and the news had
greatly excited the voung invalid,

Nora bathed her eyes, and went to this
painful interview with a sinking heart.
And the sight of Malcolm's white face,
his |irrAp eml_:lfun, and the knmt.-v:l;:e of
his pitiable condition, so moved her, that

| again tears rashed unbidden into her eyes,

and she could only ialter out a few brokea
words,

“You—are better?” she egaid, holding
his thin hand fast in her trembling one.

Malcolm sighed, and fixed his eyes
wistiully on ber face, but spoke no
waord.

“His mother will take care of him now,”
said Mrs. Jock, who was standing near,
walching hall jeaiously this sad meeting.

“Yea," said Maleolm, half bitterlv, half
tenderly, “1 have my mother now; she
will not changa to me, Nora:" and Nora
understood the covert reproach, though,
in truth, the poor bov'sown feelings had
always mislead him as to hers.

CHAPTER XLVIL
ONE BRIEF MOMENT,

It was indeed a very sorrowfnl inter-
view this, and it was a reliei to Nora
when it was over, and when the mutely
reproachful eyes of both were no longer
fixed upon her face,

She went back to her own room, and
sat wearily down, wondering whether she
had done rignt to come, and whether her
presence had not given fresh pain to the

voung man, on whose {eatures the gray | e
grery | she went back to Maleolm's bhed.

shadow of death so plainly lay,

But she was near Biddulph at least, and
ho was ill and sad and she must try to
help himn, Nora presently reflected; and

the old dream of tae faithful friendship |

that was to take the place of the lost love
stole back to bher mind. *“I said once that
I should be his hee! iriend and comforter.
she thought tenderly ; “and now, whan he
is s0 changed, I can surely be this—he
will not, [ think, wish to leave me now.”

Yet she did not gee him’™ again during
the day of their first meeting after their
She made that conven-
ient womaniy exense, a headache, for not
reappearing at dinner, and remained in
her room during the rest of the evening,
though the kindly Jock came twice to her
door 1o inquire after her, But the next
morning Nora rose refreshed, and had
settled in her mind how she should for the
future regard Biddulph. About 12 o'clock
he was lying on his couch by the window
alone, having iust had an interview with
his doctor, when a little rap came to
gitting-room door, and a moment later
Nora Stewart entered, emiling and fair,
and beld out her hand to him: ina frank
and friendly fashion, without (apparentiy)
any of the embarrassament and emotion
of the previous day.

“How are you?” she said.

“Are you going out 7" he asked, looking

at her hat, without answering her query. |

“] was going to ask you the same ques-
tion,” smiled Nora. “You go out in a
bath-chair, sgometimes, do you not? Itis
a fine morning, and I have been wonder-
ing if yon will go out now, and, in that
case, if you like, I shall go with you.”

A blush passed quickly over Biddulph's
[ace.

*I should like very much,” he said: |
“but my going out is such a formidable |
[ am not allowed even to limp |

aflair.
downstairs on my crutches, you koow; 1
have to be carried in the chair. Yonu
would not like to be bored with such an
incubus."

“Oh ves, I should. Do, please, come; I
want to go out, and the air will do you
good.”

“Mr. Dalton will take you aboutand show
you the sights, I am sare.”

Nora gave a little shrug of her pretty
shoulders.

“Mr. Dalton is too learned for me,"” she
said, “and [ should rather go with yon.”

The consequences of this conversation
were that, hali an hour later, Biddulph,
in his invalid chair, was sitting beneath
one of the trees in the gardens of Madison
square, with Nora standing by his side,
And they were talking u)gvhnf-r as familiar
friends; talking as those talk between
whose minds there is that subtle bond
which comes unsonght. This link makes
common themes seem bright and fresh,
and Biddulph was smiling, and Nora look-
ing animated and bandsome under her
white sunshade —a different Nora, in
truth, to the gentle, pensive woman sne
had been 1lurmF his absence. Yet they
were saying nothing particularly brilliant,
and were merely commenting on the peo-
ple passing around them,

And, presently, Biddulph once more
mentioned Dalton.

“You will like him better when you
know moreof him," he said ; *his manner
is eold, but I owe him so much, that | am
paturally prejudiced in his favor.”

“What do you owe him?" ssked Nora,
quickly.

For a moment Biddulph hesitated, re-
membering Nora knew nothing of his
terrible sutferings in the ravine; then he
said quietly—

“He has been very kind to me since my
sccident, and also to poor Malcolm
Fraser."”

“I shall to like him, then—but here
he actually is!"”

For at that moment, Mr. Dalton, who
was passing through the garden on his
wn?r to tlmghotel. had canght sight of Bid-
dulph in his chair,and at once made his
way toward him,

“Good morning, Miss Stewart,” he said,
doffing his hat. “Well, Biddulph, I am

to see you out; this isas itshould be.”

“Mins Stewart has persuaded me to make
&n exhibition of mysell, as you perceive,”
answered Biddulph, smilingly.

“You see how sensitive 4 man's vanit
is, Mies Stewart,” said Dalton, also smil-
ing. “Now, 1 have rarely been able to
induce Mr. Biddulib to do what is reall
most essential to his recovery; and as
look upon his life with & sort of ged-

| tongue,
| on the pallid young face, on the damp

| turbed him,

his |

| vou to understand. 1

| she took one of

| colm 7

fatherly feeling, I am naturally anxious |

to see him get well."”
“Do you mean becanss yon have nursed
him since his accident?” asked Nora.
“] mean that when I found Mr, Bid-
dulph in one of the ravines of the valley
of the Yesllowstone river, thut the vital

| spark was about o8 uear!_v exiinguished

as it ever was in mortal man."”

“You never told me this,” said Nora,
looking at Biddulph, while a little quiver
passed over her fuce.

*Yes it was so,” continned Dalton. “I
am not emotional, but I must confess |
almost gave up hope when my eves first
fell on vour white. nay. ghastly face, Bid.-
dulph. He looked twenty years older,
Miss Stewart, and for & moment or two |
almost failed to recognize my traveling
companion.”™

“Don’t talk aboutit” said Biddulph,
anickly; “it's like s horrid nightmare,
best forgotten. Do look at that eccentric
hat, Miss Stewart—there, on that pretty,
fair girl!”

He thus changed the conversation; but

| for a few minutes afterward Nora looked

very pale and grave. Then she tried to
shake off her f{eeling ol depression, and
talked brightly to Biddulph and Dalton,
until they returned to the hotel for lunch.

| Jock Frazer joined them at this meal, but

Mrs. Jock still refused to leave her son.

“I want to read to him this afternoon,”
said Nora to Jock Fraser, “and then Jeanie
will lie down and have a rest."”

“Thank you, my dear,” answered Jock;
and, after lunch waa over, he took Nora
to Maleo m's room, whosmiled and held
out his hand as she went in.

“le looks better this moruing, domn't
yvou think, Nora?’ said Mrs. Jock, anx-
1ously.

“Yea," anawered Nora, with {altering
For as the bright sun-ravs fell

brow, and bright, resticas, sunken ecves,

| Nora saw only too p'sinly that for Mal-
colm Fraser there would be no improve- |

Put how eould she tell

ment upon earth.
Mrs. Jock had

this to the fond mother?

had & bed made up in the dressing-room, |
her |

and grudged every moment when
eves conld not rest on the beloved face,
But Nora persuaded her to lie down, and
then began reading to peor Maleolm, who
lay very still, except \\'ll-vu his cough dis-
Nora bhad chosen & sensa-
tional story of adventures by sea and

iand, such as, in his yoang days, Malcolm |

Fraser used to love, and hy-and-by she
paused and asked him how he liked it.

“I have not been listening to the story,
I think, Nora," he answered, with his wan
smile, “but to your veice.”

“Wonid you rather, then, that 1 just
talked to vou, de r Malcom?"” she asked,

*“1 think I =should like that best,"”" he said

‘1= mother :l,.-klr--'lp',"' he ﬂ.’%kl‘d, A moment |

later; and Nora rose softly, and looked
through the dressing-room door.

“Yes, fast asleep,'” she whispered, when |

“Poor mother!” he muttered.

tonk hers. *“I won't pget better, vou
know, and I want vou to be very kind to
mother after [ am gone,”

“Uh, Malcolm "'

“I boped | might g botier once,” he
went on wistfully; “though to
worse than death—at least, since 1 have
seen you again.”

“Don't talk thus, please, Malcolm.”

“It doesn’t matter much when I am go-
ing to die, vou know,” he
with a little break in his voice. “‘[o vou
remember, when | went away that night

| at Rosemore, that I said if 1 lived I should |

seu vou arain?  We did not expect it
would be like this, did we?”

“No, indeed.”

“l meant to go back to eee wvou, ifit
cost e my life, for yon were more to me
than life—but you knew this very well.”

“Youn pain me so much by saying
these things, Maleolm,”

“] won't any more, then; only, I want
1 want, I suppose,
to make von think of me a littie more

| kindly after I am dead.”

“Ido think of you most kindly;"
his restless, twitching
hands, and held it in her own.

‘“Because yon don't know all, perhaps, |

Nora, shut the dressing-room door very
gentlv, 80 as not to wake mother. [I've
got something to tell you--something she

| must never hear."

Nora silently obeyed his request, and
then went back to his side, and again took
his hand.

“1 don't like to die without yon know-
ing the truth,” began Malcoln. “Some
day Biddulph will tell you, and I should
rather you heard it from me—and—and
knew something of what 1 felt.”

“What have you to tell me, dear Mal.

“Nora, when I heard yon were going to

| marry Biddulph, I was like a man pos-
| sessed with an evil spirit, 1 think! 1

wanndered about the city here until I

could stand it wo longer, and then [ de- |

termined to blow out my braios, and end
it ail.”
“But why go back to this now?”
“Beeause I want you to understand—

| for my father and mother's sake—DBid-

dulph and I agreed not to tell the truth;
but I know you will hear it; as I said, I
should rather you heard it from me.”

“Then vou and Mr. Biddulph fought,
Malcolm #' asked Nora, in & lower tone,
growing very pale,

“I meant him to fight, but he wounld
not. 1 followed him from place to place,
niter 1 heard that bis wife had cast up
again; and [ was determined to fasten a
quarre! on him, and to avenge the insult
he had cast upon you i .

“I cannot stay to listen to all this, Mal-
colm, interrupted Nora, rising, and trying
to draw away her hand.

But he held it fast.

“] won't trouble you leng,” he said, “so
have & little patience with me now, Nora.
1 want you to understand how I was wild
with misery, or I never should have acted
as | did. Perhaps Biddualph did not mean
to deceive you, but [ thought at least that
be did, and so I followed him, as [ told
you, from place to place; and at last we
met, and I wanted him to fight. | had
brought my revolver, and [ meant that
only one of usehould live—and that would
have been best!”

“And what happened?” asked Nora,
with pale, parted lips.

“He would not fight; and T pointed my
revolver at him, and he struck it out of
my hand, and sent it rolling down into
the ravine below the cliff on which we
were standing. Then I grew mad with
rage, and said he should follow it; and we
had a fearful struggle, and it ended in our
both falling together over the clifl; and
this is how——"'

Nora gave a kind of ery, sad covered
her face.

“Oh, Malcolm, this is teo dreadinl!”

“We lay there all night together
went on Maleolm; and then, suddenly,
Nora grasped his wrist with a sudden ges-
ture. She was sitting by the side of the
bed, opposite the dressing-room door, and
as Maloolm procecded with his terrible
story, Nora perceived that the dressing-
room door was being cautiously open
and that Mrs Fraser was stan there
listening to Malcolm's words, :

“Nora," |
and he stretched out this thin hand and |

lia |

like a nseless log all my life seems almost |

auswered, |

and |

“I shall go on with the book again

Maleolm's wrist, “Where were we?

| have lost the place, T think.”

By this time Maleolm understood; he
turued his head, and also saw bhis mother;
but she shrank back as he did so. and

Nora commenced reading again, though |
tha words presented nothing to her mind, |
all the time of that |

for she was thinking
dreadful fall among the hills,

A quarter of an hour Inter Jock Fraser
came into the room, and Nora was thusat
liberty to lay aside her book, and take
leave of Maleolm.

“Come again to-morrow, Nora,” he said,
a8 she parted with him; and she promised,
stooping over him and kissing his dawmp
brow before she went away.

“Poor, poor boy,"” ghe said to Jock,
followed her out of the room, as e did not
wish Malcoln to hear a few words be had
to say to her.

Jock shook his head sadly in reply.

“My dear,” hesaid in a low tone the
next moment, “I've promised Biddulph
that we shall dine with him this evening
at 8 o'clock. Will you do this?”

“Yes, Jock."”

“To-morrow we will hegin dining down-
steirs at one of the public tables, but

Biddulph made such a point of it to- |

night.”

“l shall meet von =t thisroom ats§,
then," answered Norn: and then she
turned awav, going to her own
her heart full of the news she had just
listened to.

How mnobly Biddnlph had acted, sghe
thought, and her cheeks flushed, and her
breath came short. He had borne this
terrible pain; been atdeath’s door, Mr.
Dalton had said, and yet tried to screen
the poor, rash bov, who had cansed it all,
in his foolish, jealons rage! Biddulph not
nnnaturally seemed a hero in Nora's eves

al this moment, and, when, an hour or go '

later, she entored his sitting-room, dressed
in a white gown for dinner, he
his gray eyes to her [ace and smiled his
welcome.

She went up to his couch, and stood

taiking to him ; and, with Lthat wondrous |
! gilent knowledge of each other’s feelings

which lay between these two, Biddulph

i understood that Nora knew something ske
had not known when be bad lastseen her. |
this in the down-cast dewy eves, |
just as he had read in the morning that |
and |

te read

she meant to be his f[aithial friend,
to help and cheer him through life's dall
will. And so sweet had this thought
Lbeen to him that Biddalph's face
brightened, and the little things that had
worried and wearied him before Nora had
arrived at New York, now appeared easy

_ : “Sinagi> | and pleasant to his mind.
gently laving her book down on the bed. |

Mr. Dalton even had his mild joke on

| the l.'nﬂ\rm-.-nm;;'. which had taken place

in Biddulph's appearance; for, alter look-
ing at him attentively for a moment or

two through his spectacles, he tarned to |
| Nora with a smile.

“l believe it is the fashion nowadays,"

not? If I might ventare to express such
an opinion, | am quite sure that you, Miss
Stewart, would excel in the art of healing;
Mr. Biddulph is a changed man since you
came.”’

Nora launghed softly and blushed, but !

Biddulph blushed and frowned.

“Mr. Biddulph is an old and intimate
friend of mine,” she said, “and | am glad
vou think I shall be able to do him some
‘Q:U'"i.”

“Jt always does a man good,” replied |

Dalton, sententiously, “to find a charmin
woinan interested in bhis welfare.”  And

again ho smiled, thinking, poor man, he

| had made a most judicious and appropri- |

ate remark ! i :

Then Jock Fraser came in, with a sad
face, and the little party sat down to din-
ner—DBiddulph, however, dining at a

| small table of his own placed near his

couch, by the window, as he had strict

| orders from his doctor to keep, if possible,

in & recumbent position. And presently,
while Dalton and Jock Fraser went on

with their wine, Nora rose from the table, |

went to the window near which i’.i‘}dul?h
lay, and stond looking out mlvntly at Lhe
brilliantly lighted scene below.

The room was almost dark, in the fast |

pathering twilight, but Biddulph could
just see her delicate profile, and in a little
while he heard her sigh softly.

“What are you thinking of?"" he asked
in a low tone.

Then she torned her charming face, and

| looked at him with a sniile.

“Perhaps | was not thinking at all,” she
“Oh, yes, you were|”

“Our thoughts are strange things—al- |

wavs active.”

council; we judge, we condemn, some-
titmes we pardon—all in thought.”

“And nfi the time we are often smiling
and talking nonsense, too!”

“We naturslly do not
what we think—von would not tell me
jusi now, you know."”

“] was thinking,” said Nora, almost in
a whisper, bending her head nearer his,
“of something I have heard to-day—
something abont von, James.”

“What have you heara ?”

“Of—of what you have kept secret for
poor Maleolin’s sake.”

“And he told you?"

“He told me. Oh, James, it was too
terrible!"

“Poor boy! he should not have told
you!"” . .

“He said his father and mother must
pever know. I—Ido not know how to
thank you—to tell von what 1 feel—="

Her voice faltered and broke as she
whispered the last few words, and an in-
gtant later his hand stole into hers, and
they both were silent.

Digjointed sentences from the twoat the
table fell on their ears, but they seemed
like far-away murmurs. Jock Fraser was
a good listener, and oconsionally such
words, in Dalton's calm tone, as “lignite
bheds,” “deciduons leaves,” and so on,
reached them ; but they passed like empty
sounds,
and stir of the great city, but of these
Biadulph and Nora took no heed. In
that brief moment the world and the
things of it were forgotten, and, with

uickened breath and beating bearts, they
lived alone.

(To be continued next week,)

Frying the Fat Ouat of the South,
The Mills bill reduces the present republican
duty on raw sugar for our refineries 35 per
cent.,or 7 mills on every pound. Thirty-five

per cent. of the fat is fried out of the sugar |

planter, and Louimana loses on her little erop
£1,400,000,

The Mills bill reduces the present republican
duty on riee 20 per cent. and on rice meal 25
per cent., [rying this fat out eof South Caro-
lina and Georgia, the gulf states losing $600,000.

And every republican newspapar snd howler
is shouting that the Mills bill puts up the duty
on sugar to 68 per cent. and on rice to 100 per
eeut.: that “the South is in the saddle.”

If there are any decent newspapers or honest
men in the republicun party let them come out
now.

When the republican voters discover how

| also your editorial in

who |

- | _
lifted | quinine.

had |

! ing to

v , | under “free” quinine,
‘iYen, wo each hold ceaseless inward |

Below were the brilliant lights |

. you allow me to say a few words?

| EFFECTS OF FREE QUININE. |

now,"” said Nora hastily, again i-l‘t'ﬂaiug'

DIRE PREDICTIONS COME TO NAUGHT,

The People Get Quinine Cheaper, Our
Mannlactarers Produece More of It, and
Employss Get Migher Wages Than
Bolore the Tax was Taken O

Having read the

Martinsville, and
last Saturdav's

To e Eorror—Sir;
article of Mr. Hart of
issue of Tar Ssstiven concerning the re-
moval of the tariffon sulphate of quiniae, 1
was led to submit the following bref history
of the removal of the duty on that article
in 1879, In July of that year, congress

was led (despite the protests of the only |

two manuincturingcompanies of America,
Powers & Weightinan and Rosengarten &
Son, that they would be compelled to
“close their works,” to “shut down,” to
“reduce the wages of their employes,”
“couldn’t compete with foreizan pauper
labor” in the manuifacture of quinine,
and so on, ad nausram, the same as we
hear it from republican monopolista to
day) to remove the 20 per cent. ad valorem

| i cisting and lac iinine or
bedroom, :ta"c then existing and place quinine on

the free list, This tax bad been kept on
for many years, because of the cry of
Powers & Weightman and Roscngarten &

of quinine, thus having a monopoly
of the American market for this
articla, owing to the exclusion ol

foreign quinine by that 20 per cent. tariff,

kept the price so high that thousands of |

sick poor people were unable to obtain
At tfiuf. time these two were the
only manufacturers of quinine in Amer-
ica, and employed 560 men and women,

manufacturing, in round figures, about |

thres million ounces annually, paying
their employes on an average 31.47§ per
dﬂ_\', from 1871 to 1879,

“For the last five years, 1874-8, under |

the ad valorem duty of 20 per cent., the
importations of suiphate of quinine
amounted to 106,475 ounces—an averags of

39,205 ounces vearly, and the average |

price was $2.83 per ounce,”—St. Louis Mcd-
wal Brief for September, 1888,
The duly was removed.

nine began tocome in. And it is interesi-
|

| ing, at this particular stage of the discus- |
| glon of the tarifl question, to review, sta-
| tistically, the eHacts of the removal ol that

duty on quinine, and to contemplate the
benefits derived by the publie. And if it
has proven beneficidl in this one instance,
why may not repeal or reduction prove
beneficial 1n many others, or especially as
to the necessarics of life? [f “protection™

o 0 : | did not “protect” in this instance, why
he said, “ior you young ladies to take out |

diplomas as doctors and physicians, is it |

should itin any other like industry? That
it did not, we will clearly show further on.

“In 1879, the year in which the duty
was abolished, the importationsamouanted
to 228 348 ounces; and for the remainder
of that vear the manufaciorers of

They tried
on qui-

0

the marset, to “corner”

mainder of the year on keeping the price
ap to 23.10 per ounce. They made much
ado about the failura of legislation to re-
duece thé price to the consumer, and to get
before the people that they had surmised
correctly w‘wn they prophesied that they
would be compelled to close their manu-
factories. But their kicking against the
pricks epeedily weakened.”" 5, Lowis
Medical Drigf far September, 1838,

In the month of April, 1880, both Pow-
ers & Weightinan and Rosengarten & Son
started up their works and resamed the
manufacture of quinine, alfter having
failed to “corner” the market, beside hav-
ing on hand an enormons amount of
forcign quinine purchased in try-
“force” the market., They
paid throughout 1880 the same aver-
age wages that they paid during
1874-9, and ran full time, thus contradict-
ing fairly and squarely their assertion of
the previous year. And, now, in addition

| to these two factories other manufacturers |
in the manufacture of |
including M. 8. Kessen & Rob-

| With & Tragic Blide te It—A Chicago Man's

'ueg:t_n to e:q;.raige
quinine :
bins, Keasbey & Mattison, and the New
York quinine and chemical compaay.
The dat
factories have been steadily engaged in
the manufacture of quinine since 1881,
emploving 1,170
men and women from 1881-7, as against
560 from 1871-9, and paying the average
wagea of $1.53 from 1781-7 as against
$£1.474 from 18749, with guinine more

{ than two-thirds cheaper to the consumer,
tell every one |

These are statistical facts, gathered from
the enstom house records, and the statie-
tics of labor from 1871 to 1887, inclusive;
and all this in the face of vast importa-
tions, duty free.

“For the five years next after the sul-
phate of quinine wae put upon the free
list, 18804, the importations were, respect-

|ively, 416,778, 408,807, 794,485, 1,055,754,

1,263,634 ; total, 3,939,850 ounces, and the
average price paid per ounce $2.10. For

the turee years, 1885-7, the importations |
| have been, ressw.wti\'r!y. 1,390,124, 1,251,556,

2,180,157 ; total, 4,821,839 ounces, and the
average price 73} cents per ounce.”"—The
Sanitarian.

Here we have more than twice a= many
concerns engaged in the manufacture of
ninine from 1884 to 1887—manuiacturing

ve times the amountof quinine—with
an importtion of more than
time as much foreign “pauper made,”
“free”” quinine to compele
the market—employing more than
twice as many hands, and paying better
wages (for nota word has been said or a
line written charginz otherwise) under
free, unprotected quinine, than under a
tariff of 20 per cent. ad valorem, from
1871 to 1889, and quinine more than two-
thirds cheaperto the consumer. Who got
the “benetit” of the *‘protection?”

|
“And yet these same would-be monopo- |
listsof 1878, who would, fortheir own inter- |

esat, increase the faver rate and the burdens
of the sick, are now engaged in an effort to
make it appear that the repeal of the duty
of 20 per cent.,, which was obtained pre-
vious to July, 1879, has had nothing to do
with the decrease of the price—while at

the same time it has not reduced the wages |

of those engaged in manufacturing it—bat
that the cﬁ'vc! is whoily due to (the col-
lateral benefit of abolizshing the duty) the
increased culture of the cinchona tree,”—
The Sanitarian. F. G, Tuorsyox, AL D.
Knightaville, Ind., Sept. 3,

MORE EVIDENCE.

Ancthier Qorrespondent an the Hesults of
the Free Quinine.

To tae Enrrern—Sir: On the qunestion
of the tariff on sulphate of quinine, would
I was
a member of the state legislature in the
session of I1870-80, and had the honor
to offer the joint resoiutien in Lhe

they are being lied to by their editors and ora- | house of representatives requesting our

tors there will be trouble, T, E, Worsex,

| representatives in congress to urge the re- | seves housund fve Lundred,

| Messrs. Pows

| advancee of all

| To this day
| engage« in making this pgreal
| The bark, from wihich

| chemists
Son, to “protect” their infant “indastry.” |

This vombine of American manufacturers |

| of the barka shut it foreien

| began top

Foreign qui- '-

| Bllding scide 10 the price

this |
| conntry—Powers & Weighman and Rosen-
gurten & Son—undertook to buy all the |
| foreign quinine that came in.
| to “bull’
| nine, and, therefors, stopped manniactur-
| ing it at home, and succeedsd for the re-

| broad regis of the out

was removed in 1879 and five |

| loxing

ﬁft'\' |

with n |

peal of the tax on snlphate of quinine, its
galts, iodine., resublimed and mnfp‘.,;no
and its salts, as the house records of thad
As | have been hand.

nchooa bark and
Years, L
i ] ll;!'.')?'y.
ra & Weightman commenced
the mannfarture of chemical products in
Pl 1:2!:“!.-: R al & very ] '.Ilh'..‘y

a‘.l"'_\ Gav.
discoven-sd n Prores: clrtaining »;lun.u(

session will stiow.
ling Peruviag or
quinine for thirtv-ive

KNow somethinge H! io_‘!

necessity

Y.anb
ML

™ qiunine

from barks, which ot once placed them 18

ther ‘miEts 10 Amenrca,
and within a few svears were among the
greatest mannfacturers of guinine in the
world. The early discoverv of the medis
cal properties of this sa.t and 1= “‘--‘;'J{"r'llar"
ity over the crude powdered bark, at once
convineed them of the of en~
larging their ties for 13 manafactare.
rhv}' !-..ﬁu'-.--} 1ts 1 South Amwerica o
buy up the and ship it (o them.
This eave them a great advantase, and b}'
judicious advertising they placed thewr
producis upon the market in advance of
gll others. There was no cheap or “pag-
per” lubor hete or in Europe that could
compete with or affect thew in this greas
trade. The manafacturs was
done only by the science of chemistry,
and practical, well-iniormed chemists,
whose skill cormmandes] the highest wages
and hence shichlad them rom  poverty.

there nre no forvign paupers
] mMeAic)ing,s
ne is mada,
was put on the free list, wihich gave an
Inpetus mwanufacture by othes
in thia country, but Powers
& Weightinm as well as  others
derived a barks, and
continued to hold irnde againsd
gll  comers Freo raw  material
and & high tanif on the products
' competitinn,
possessad by
;J!’mlal(“tlﬁa

quin

benel irom Iree

thiee

whilst the superior aciiitivs
i'-}'.\'ﬂr.l i‘.\ \\l g Oor the
of guinine ennbled hem to undersell
home competition and hold the trade of
the United States ice of guinine
wia on a descending { before the
tarifl was removed i1 y had iallea
from & to 31 per ounce in ten vears, this
too before an onunce:-wof f quinioe
had been sold in this eountry, The
market for quinine become unstesdiy ow-
ing to s 1n demand for it, as
well as a slight intluence exerted by small
manufneturers As Ll ner ady ‘?:.-'\‘d
malarial discases inereased and physicians
sfor quinine to the crude bark
in their practis & Weightinan
algo ook advantage of gutnmual dee
mand for quinine and enterad into a cote
tract  with the whaolesale druggisia
throughout the United States to
furaish with quinine ab
a fixed for tha en-
tire year, provided they made their pure
chases in Fe bruary \larch, which
1, andl ¢ advan

‘ice with the ca-
price or cupid ity ol the pianufacts
Indianians wust remember the
of Lthat drug [rom
1835 1 giles of sniphate o
quinine daring 1573 and 1570 {just bafore
the removal of the tarill) in twenty states
of the Union, amonniad to 1.225000
ounces in each vear, At & price oot less
than 2250 per onnece. All this, or nearly
all this, vast sum of money went into the
pockets of Messrs. Powers & Weightmaa,
who firmly held the murket of twenty
states against all competitors, This is &
fair sample of a protected industry. The
tarifl quinine and its salts (for thera
are severnl) plaeed the company in an
impregnable position in the market, and
its own prices prevailed. The more sick-
ness there was the more suffering the peo-
ple endured, and the more money flowed
into the cotfers of Powers & W vightinano.
Thus upon Lhs misiortunes of the peopls
the manufacturer ol quinine, under the
the
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sorvad wings ol
government—tiwo men among millions—
built un eolossal fortanes, Buot as soon 28
the tariT was removed, home and foreign
competition redocosd the and the
manufacture of quinine 18 carried on Iin
this conntry more extensively than before,
The people buy thres
ounces of quinine with money the
formerly pud for one

;.l‘ e

mbled 1o
:.}.l"

are L &

With this
plain view of the elfocts of high protee-
tion, it seems thal no rational, unprejudiced
mind could support it

Jauzs M, Coxrer, M. D
Plymouth, Ind., Sent. 3.
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A HEAVY FAILURE

Downifall.

Cricaco, Rept. 4.—C. C. Holton, a well-
known furniture dealer at 224 Wabash-ava,
made a confession of judgment this morning,
agererating 50, (0HY s limbialitves are esti=-
muted nl from 5 1 his assets ak
6000 10 & The ereditors are chiefly
restidents of Lhis « .

Mr, Halion was not at his place of business
and is sgid o be dunzernusly il

There is a tragh the farlurs, Jusd
after the murder of Millionaire Soell Ar.
Holton's youngest son porchnsed a revolver
and econstituted himself night watchman fop
liig faiher's house ing, as the boy
and his brother were getting up. the lad lti-r:nled
his revolver at his brother, saying, lnaghiaglvs:
“Yon are a barelar, and 'l shoot you,” %h.
weanan was discharyed, giving the elder son 8
wonnd, lrom wl | a few days later,
The son thusae Jd was Mr. Holwn's
chief hasiness associnte, thie casiier aod assist
ant book keeper of the dgablishment

Frow the shock of this tragedy Mr. Holton
never recoversd, He Tost interest in hin busie
ness which sufered wunence. From
this de_-w':ﬁnr', his Iriends were unable 10 rouss
himm, Secing that the was steadil
money, the principal ecreditors too
measires o suve themselves, which resulted in
the proceedings of o-lay.
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THE VERMONT ELECTION,

The RBeturns Coming in Slowly—The Repube
Hean Ticket Elscted.
Brouixerox, Vi, Bept. 4. —An onusually
large vote has been polied in this city. He-
rts from the country towns point to the
R(rur!-t vole ever cust in the stute, Returna
from the siate election are coming in Q!Qh'ly,
but the reports from different eonnties indicate

| & majority of 26,00 for Dillingham (rep.), ior

dem,) apd Seeley
republican  leaders

overnor, over Shurtleff
frn_'!_ Although sowme
elaim as high as 25,0M),

Congressinen Stewart and Gront are e
elected by increased majorities. The republie
cans gain a state senator in Franklin eonnty,
making the state sennte solidly republican,
There are also republican guins in the house of
representatives, Returns {rom different couns
tiex show republicau gaina of f(rom 100 to 400
and wlthough some towns show guins in the

rohibition vote, there are Didicativns of a ped
oss in the state, owing to the fael that the
Hon. W. P. Dillinghawm is & strong sdvocase of
temperance principles,

A Narrow Escape,

WixcnesTER, Sept. 5.-—=[Spacial.}J=The resi
dence and contents of James Edwards neay
Hunisvilie, were totally destroyed by Gre last
night. Mr. Edwarnls and a small ehild weore
sleeping up stairs and harely escaped with theiy
lives. Huising n window, with the c¢hild in his

{ arme, Mr. Edwands jumped out, but was badly

burned gnd bruised,

e sucoreded in arousing

, the family below and eo! them out salely,

The Arkansns Eleection,

Lrtrie Rock, Ark., Sept, 4 —Complete snd
Incomnplete returns {rom over forty counties de
not cluonge the result foreshadowed o lass
pight’s dispawhes. Pew counties have ro-
ported officially, but enough is known 10 show
that the demoeratic state ticket has an Ine
creased majority over that ol 1886, when it wasg

—




